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To Australia as a migrant?l;n 1954 at 25 and now 90 years old
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GRETA /BONEGILLA

PERSONAL MEMORIES
BY TASOS KOLOKOTRONIS

AS A MIGRANT IN AUSTRALIA AT GRETA MIGRANT CAMP

GRETA Dec. 1954. | arrived as a migrant from Thessaloniki Greece in late December 1954
after graduating in agriculture from the American Farm School of Thessaloniki and serving
5 years with the Greek Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers as trained A’ Grade
motor mechanic in Sydney with 600 other young Greek singles and immediately
transferred by buses to a railway station to a steam train, and 4 hours later to the Greta
Migrant Centre located on the slopes of a hill 3 km from the town of Greta and 40 km from
New Castle.
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The silver c:ty was the tin sheds barracks and chocolate c:ty the tlmber ones

It was 3 AM in the morning and after a pre breakfast meal we settled in our indicated
rooms. My friend Lazarus and | talked and thought; “Why we left our beautiful town,
parents, friends and jobs to came and live in that tin barrack in sheering hot condition?”

In the morning the siren sounded for breakfast standing and waiting in long rows.

It was very crowded and my first impression was as if | was landed in an army
concentration camp with people of different countries and different languages and
dressings like a ghetto

When we left Greece was winter and we were dressed in winter cloths. Nobody told us
that December in Australia was summer and hot and should consider having some light
cloths with us. Some of us who had second trouser cut them to convert to shorts.



Another problem was that we had our meals outdoor under sheds with millions of flies
attacking our meal and us.

We knew it was a temporary stay there but the summer holidays made it harder to be
allocated to jobs, so, some people decided to disobey the rules and take into their own
hands the responsibility to find a job.

That’s what | did with three other friends.
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The Greta camp as it was in 1954 with some friends | never saw them again

We made an arrangement with a taxi driver who took us after midnight and dropped us to
Maitland railway station and from there in the morning we went to Sydney.

Two weeks in the beautiful Sydney and unsuccessfully to find a job we decided to go to
Melbourne where we had some friends who would help us to find a job and settle there.
Four of us, broke and hungry decided to sell our watches going from jewellery to jewellery
that all would laugh at as. Then my friend Filotas decided to sell his shaggy red woollen
(flokati) in the middle of summer with temperature close to 40C. Again we went to dozens
of shops to receive laughter’s. Finally, Lazarus managed to find a friend who lent us 20
pounds so to make our way to Melbourne. The journeys by train were very impressive of
the landscape and the vastness of the country and particularly when we changed trains in
Albury because of different rail gauges among the two states.

On arrival to Spencer Station we rank (Stefano) a friend we knew who picked us to his
rented place for a night and next day he found for us a room in Coburg, all payed to a
Polish woman owner with light breakfast for two weeks. A week later the lady told us to
leave because we were eating too much bread and butter and a jar of marmalade every
morning. So

We moved couple of streets down to Brunswick in 20 Cozens St. and to larger house with
more Greek tenants and to a Greek family of 4 children named Stamoulis Efthimios. We
were happy as the landlord helped us to find jobs at the nearby plaster factory and have
enough money to pay our depts.

A few weeks later | found a job to fit my trade as a motor mechanic at Queens Bridge
Motors, a large dealership company for G. M. Holden with better conditions and pay and
life started to normalize since my English was quite good to assist the other two friends.

In June 1955 four friends and | tried to work in Queensland (Cairns and Babinda) in sugar
cane but failed and returned to Melbourne for a new start, then | married and had family

I found a better job, with the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation as an aircraft mechanic
where | worked for ten years and about 25 with the Ansett Airlines of Australia from
where | retired to spent time writing books, poems, paintings, drawing, and miniatures
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2004. | visited the place 50 years later. On right was the Migrant Camp until 1960,
thereafter the whole establishment demolished by the NSW Government without leaving
any trace that thousands of migrants passed and started their lives from there. Nothing

GRETA, GRETA, WON’T FORGET YA-- | WAS THOUGH | WAS IN GHETTO



BONEGILLA
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BONEGILLA 2017 blocks 19, from right. My wife Christina with her cousin
Christina Konakas at Bonegilla Migrant Experience whose husband spent some weeks at
the Centre in late sixties (1960) until he had been secured by me a job and accommodation
in Melbourne and left the Centre quite happy to start their life in Australia

BONEGILLA; The main camp when occupied by the army and later by the migrants



Bonegilla Migrant Experience Location Map
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Block 19 is located near the shores of Lake Hume and it is preserved as a Museum displaying
Various articles the migrants brought with them to settle in their new country, such as...

Suit cases, costumes, tools, musical instruments, domestic utensils, etc. Also on display
there is a replica of a Greek village to depict not only what the migrants brought with them,
also what they left behind coming as migrants to this lucky country Australia.

Bonegilla Army Camp build in 1939 and used by the Australian armed forces during the
second WW until 1947 when converted to accommodate European migrants for a short
period of time until they settled permanently to various jobs and homes all over Australia
until 1971. Served as Australia’s largest migrant centre to almost 300,000 migrants from
more than 50 countries and among then 35,000 Greeks

BONEGILLA BONEGGILA FOR ALL MIGRANTS GRANT VILLA



Bonegilla as it was
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The former Army Camp of Bonegilla which had been converted to accommodate migrants
from European countries after the Il WW, from 1947 -1971.

The centre is approximately 13 km from the tween towns Albury/Wodonga



© Staff Club /
Employment Office
Hume Public Service Club
was used by centre staff for
recreation. There were usually
200 to 300 employees at any
one time at Bonegilla working
as employment officers, health
workers, cooks, patrol men,
welfare officers and childcare
attendants. Many migrants won
their first Australian job at the
centre.

©® Accomodation Huts

Women and children were
housed separately from
the men until huts were
partitioned into cubicles
for families. Large families
were sometimes allocated
adjacent cubicles.

© Kitchen & Messes

Each block at Bonegilla had its
own kitchen and eating places.
The Department of Immigration
followed dietary guidelines
similar to those used by the Army.
Migrants queued for food but ate
at small table settings.

@ Tudor Hall

This large recreational hall was
the social hub on Block 19 and
was used for all celebrations
including picture shows, dances
and concerts. It was called ‘Tudor
Hall’ because it contained pictures
of the Tudor monarchs and

British coats-of-arms to help the
migrants identify with the British

Block 19

© Information centre

Audio / tour brochures available
here for $5, sunscreen, aeroguard,
refreshments, souvenirs, guided
tours by appointment

© The Beginning Place

Immerse yourself in history and learn
from the stories of the migrants
themselves who came to make a
new beginning in Australia.

DVD, Whispering Wall, Tribute Wall.

©® Ablution Block

Note how far the former ablution,
laundry and shower block is from
the accommodation huts. Women
often used the communal laundry
facilities for socialising. There were
flush toilets in Block 19 from the

heritage of Australia.

Demolished or Removed
Accommodation huts and
other buildings were dismantled
and moved to other parts as
the need arose.

beginning but other blocks had
deep pit latrines.

From the whole camp out of 28 blocks only block 19 was reserved by the Victorian
Government to serve as a Museum and the Civic Centre with Theatre in the main camp
which at present is occupied by the army and special permission is needed to be inspected
by tourists and visitors.

Since the block 19 became available for the people to visit and experience how the new
post war migrants; married with children and singles lived there; Thousands from all over
the country, former residents, their children and grandchildren and some from overseas
come to visit this exclusive historical place and the only one to admire proudly and give
credit to those migrants who made great contribution to the development of this great
lucky country Australia

I am proud to say that | am one of them now 90 years old to write this short story in my
own words as good as | can in English particularly for Greta and Bonegilla. Also proud to
say is that | have written 17 books autobiographies and others all in electronic format
which are readable only at ANAGNOSTIS e-MAGAZINE for free and not for sale



Although the Second World War started in 1939 and ended in 1944 in Europe with
devastating results in human lives, in Greece the war continued in a bitter civil war
amongst us between the communist guerrillas and the national army for another 4 years
until 1949 which was worse than the German, Italian and Bulgarian occupation; The most
affected areas were the rural areas and the mountainous regions in Northern Greece
which were occupied by the guerrillas forcing most of the people to abandon their villages
and concentrated into big cities and towns for safety.

Most villages were burned down or destroyed from both sides until the defeat of the
communist guerrillas with heavy price to pay from both sides.

I happened then to serve in the army as a technician and experienced this Greek tragedy
As a result of all these most people sick of wars and no hope, started looking to escape
from the misery to countries where they could find peace and security.

One of the countries accepting migrants was Australia.

Thousands of Greeks mostly from rural areas and little education accepted to make this
country their permanent home and made great contribution to every field with great
success and now their children and grandchildren do the same even with greater successes
in high professions.

People from villages preferred to leave their houses, farms, implements, stocks, carts and
horses which served them for their livelihoods to seek a better life in another strange
country with other language and culture.

It was really a hard decision to make. But we did. And we are not sorry.

Rather very happy to adopt Australia as our home. As a singles or married with family we
had limited things to bring with us. Maximum a suit case or a sack with a few personal
belongings a person needed to have and could carry;

When the government decided to reserve block 19 for a Museum and to suit the purpose
of the establishment, asked the migrants who passed from there to make any
contributions by offering cultural items, pictures, costumes, tools, etc. that they brought
with them and didn’t need them anymore.

Soon, enough collection of items gathered to display for the visitors and I’'ve been
impressed too when | visited Bonegilla when opened the doors. But, something was
missing.

It was OK to see what people brought with them. Missing was what the people left behind
leaving their country, particularly from Greece.

As | mentioned above; they were, Houses, farms, carts. Farm Implements, schools,
churches, etc. which I’ve made them from memory in small models (replicas) which they
represent the way of life of the last century in urban and rural areas which are not any
more there or in use. They have sentimental value for those who lived and remember
them, as well artistic value for which they won awards from the State Government of

Victoria in 2005; City of Mooney Valley in 2005; And City of Delta in Greece in 2018
At present they are on display at the Bonegilla Migrant Experience Museum for which | am
grateful for the officials and staff accommodating the collection there for the people to
see what the Greek migrants missed.

Tasos Kolokotronis

1 will display some of the models and pictures bellow, in Greek and English explanation
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The ship “CYRENIA” After in operation

in two World wars and 40 years old she was commissioned

to carry migrants mostly from Greece Build in England in 1911 for NZ under the name
“MAUNGANUI” served in both WW as a merchant and as a hospital ship and later sold to Greek
shipping interest and renamed to CYRENIA and started carrying migrants to Australia until 1956

and then sold for scrap. This was the

ship | sailed with from Piraeus on 20-11-54 and arrived in

Sydney on 25 of December 1954 and transferred to the migrant training camp of GRETA, NSW.

Aek. 1954 oto katdotpwua tou mAoiou KYPHNEIA ue toug @idoug pou apiotepda o Tdoog

KaBaAwwtng oto kévipo syw, kot deéia

o Nalapog Tupng

Dec.1954 on the deck of the ship CYRENIA with my friends from left Tasos Kavaliotis, | am in the

middle and Lazarus Tyris on the right
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MAKETA. Auto ntav to kapeveio tov natépa pou. Ktiodnke to 1925 kai kateda@iotnke to
1967.Aptotepa eival n dutikny mAsvupd Kot n mpocoyn n avatoAikn .2tn Bopsia mAsupd HTav n
katoikia pac Hrav to usyadutepo tng emoxn¢ ekeivng. To 1940 pue tov EAAnvoitaAiko moAsuo
XpnouuonotndnKe oav KEVIPO EMLOTPATEUCEWS KAl EMI YEPUAVIKNG KATOXNG OTO QPLOTEPO UEPOG
OTEYAOTNKE TO KOLVOTIKO ypapeio uéxpt to 1945, Eixe pueydAn avAn ue 9éa 180° ue pueydia 6évépa
QIO OKOKIEC KOl TECOEPLG KANUATapPLEG Ao tnv Seéid mAgupd NTtav n olbnpodpPoULKES YPOUUES
Eidouévne kat AAeéavépounodewc kat n ESvikn 066¢ ASnvwv —Evupwrng.

MODEL this was my father’s coffee house. Build in 1925 and demolished in 1967. On the left is the
west side and the front is facing the east. It was the largest of that time. In 1940 and during the
war between Greece and Italy the building used as mobilization center and during the German
occupation the left side of the shop had been occupied as an office by the local council. The front
yard was quite large with acacias trees all around and four vines. It had 1800 view from the right
towards the two railways, one to Yugoslavia and the other to Turkey. Also the National Highway
leading to Athens and to Europe
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H ekkAnoia tou ywptov. The village church

MAKETA. H ekkAnoia tou Ayiou ASavaciou tn¢ Néag Mayvnoiag¢ Ue 10 VEKpOTOAPEIO TNG .
Ktio9nke mepinouv to 1870 kat karebapiotnke to 1970 yia va Ktiodei kawoupla. Edw eival
Jdauuévor ot vromiot aAAda kot O0Aot oxeSO0V oL MPOCWUYES, Yoveic mMAnmoUdses, adéA@la Kot
ouyyeveic mou npdav to 1922.

MODEL the church of saint Athanasios of New Magnesia and the cemetery. Build approximately in
1870 and demolished in 1970 to give way for a new one. Here are buried the early settlers and also
the refugees, my parents, grandparents, brother, sister and other relatives from Asia Minor who
settle here after the 1922 war

To kapeveio tou Adavaciov Xar{nuapkou/The coffee house of Atha Hadjimarkos
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MAKETA lpoo@uyLko OmitL moU apyoTEPA MPOOTEINKE OTO OMITL TO UMOoTeyo (oayia) o otaBAog
UE TOV QXUPWVA TO EEWTEPLKO aITOXWPNTHPLO, O POUPVOC KOl O KAToLla Eva tnyadt pe touAovurna
N pe kouBa Ta owkonteda nrav 1000 tu Kat Sev gixav @paxtn yia moAAa xpovia .

MODEL a house for the refugees where later they added a cart port, stable, hay storage area and
an outside toilet, the oven to bake breads and some had wells with hand pumps and others
buckets. The houses were build in 1000 square meters land and had no fences for many years.

AUTO €ival TPAYUATIKO MPOO@UYIKO omitt Tou Jsiovu pou mou usivaues 3 unveg to 1994 kot
KOTESAPIOTNKE UETA TNV AVAXWPNON UOC YL VEQ KATOLKI

This was the real house build for Greek refugees from Turkey, belonged to my uncle in my village
where my wife and | stayed 3 months in 1994. It was demolished for a new as soon as we left
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MAKETA. Autd ntav to mo ouvnioueévo kot SnUOPIAECTEPO aAoyokapo Tou YwploUu pac. H
KOTOOKEUN ToU apyloe To 1923 kat otauatnoe to 1960 repimou kat To autokivnTto rtrpe th 9€on tou.
To Aéyave «ooUOTO» «QPAUTIA» KoL aTAQ «Kdpo». KATaokeualoTaVE ol UEPLKOUC TEXVITEC OTN
Oeooalovikn alda o kaAUTEPOC TeyVITNC fTav 0 Apuévioc MapkapLay rtou gixe To CUVEPYELO TOU OTN
060 levitowv ue moAAoug kaApadeg yia va mpoAaBaivouv Ti¢ mapayyeAiég. To Kapo auto To AEyave
«o0UOTa YLATL EIYE UTTPOC KOL TTIOW EAQTHPLA YL VO QITOPPOPOUV TOUG KPASAOUOUC YLa TNV dOQOAN
UETAPOPA TWV PPOUTWYVY KOL UTTOPOUCAV VO LETAPEPOUV TTAVW a0 YiAla kidda Bapoc..

MODEL this horse cart was the most preferred one in the village. The making started app in 1923 and
ended in 1960 because replaced by cars. Having had spring suspension system, used mostly for the
smooth transportation of delicate fruits and vegetables. Few other craftsmen build such carts but the
most famous of all was Mr. Markarian, an Armenian refugee whose tin shed workshop was in Yenitsa
Street in Thessaloniki with several qualified tradesmen who worked long hours to keep up with the
orders. People called this cart “sousta” springy “araba” in Turkish or simply “karo’ the car

ESw Eva mpoayuatiko Kapo mou avike otov Adavaoio Xat{nuapko Ue Tov umdAAndo kol to mEVTE
TadLd ToU ETOLUA VO TTAVE OTO UIaé€ ToUG yLa SOUAELA..

Here is an original horse cart which belonged to Athanasios Hadjimarkos. His five children and a
worker on board ready to go for work to his farm
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MAKETA To Bobokapo auto ypnotuomnotndnke o€ BaAtwdn kat aupuovbepd UEpn mou to TpaBovoav
Eva levyapt arto BodLa ) ko ayeAASEC yLa TN UETAPOPA YEWPYLIKWV TTIPOIOVTwWV rtou ntav Bapeia kat
Sev giyav eAatipla Ta Kapa qUTA avTIKATAOTAINKAV ATTO TA (POPTNYA AUTOKIVNTA KAl TA TPAKTEP.

MODEL this oxen cart has been used in marshy or sandy areas and had no springs. The cart was
hauled by two oxen, even cows, for their ability to pull heavy materials. This cart eventually replaced
by the utility cars, trucks and tractors

'
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MAKETA H auoaéa ) To maitove xpnoluomnoloutayv oTiC UEYAAEG TTOAELC KOl KWUOTIOAELC oav ayopaio
Taél. TWpo TO YPNOLUOTIOLOUV OE OPLOUEVA VNOLA TNC MATPISAC UAC YLa TOUPLOTIKEG aVAYKeC. o To
audaét auto ypaptnkav moAdda Aaika tpayoudia kat Tpayoudndnkav amo To Aad UAC Kol aKOUO
akouyovtal.

MODEL the couch or the cab was in use in big cities and towns as a hired taxi. Nowadays they are
operating in some islands in Greece for the tourists and entertainment. This particular cab is the most
sung by the Greek people and still their popularity is high and is being heard often
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MAKETA Autn n ditpoxn auaéa kataokevalotave cuvidwe yLo EUMOPOUC KTNUATIES, T{aunalndec
«UECITEGH EUNMTOPOUG, yLatpoUs kKAm To yxpnoiuomnotovoav ouwe Kot yia ayopaio taéi. Hrav eAappu
Kot eVEALKTO Ue SUMAd eAatnpla Kol TPOXOUG altO KAOUTOOUK OTIWG Kol ) dpaéal.

MODEL; this two wheeled buggy was made usually for wealthy farmers stock merchants,
merchants, doctors etc. It was light and easy to maneuver, had double springs and rubber hard
wheels like the four wheel couch.

To yaibdoupokapo / The donkey cart




17

MAKETE. SKEAETOC COUOPLOU KOl EVOL COUAPL TEAELWUEVO UE TAYAPL KoL EEQPTHUATOL

MODELS the frame of a saddle and another completed with side bags and accessories

To cauapt / The saddle
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Makéta o udokomog. KATolkog opeLlvwY MEPLOYWYV TTOU KOBEL amd ta daon kauooéuda opLoUEVoU
peyedoucg ue adeia tov Aaoapyeiov. H ypnon tou adAdyou, pouvdapiou n yaidapou eivat mAéov
OTIAVLO. KOl ) UETAPOPA TwV EUAWV YIVETOL UE QOPTNYE QUTOKIVNTA N TPAKTEP. Tooo Ta {Wa 600
kat ot EUAokoroL autoU Tou gidouc gival uno eéapavion

Model the woodcutter. The woodcutter is local of hilly forest area who cuts firewood of certain
thickness with a permit from the Forestry Department. The use of a horse, mule or donkey is now
rare as the transportation of wood is being done by tracks and tractors. As much as those animals
and the woodcutters of this kind are almost disappeared

O ustaopeic / the carriers




H Nekpowopa auaéa / The Hearse

To 9épioua tou ottapiov / The wheat harvesting
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To aAwvioua / the threshing

To aAétpt / the plow

20



H oBapva / The harrow

The well wheel for pumping water/ To payyavortiyaéo yia apdsvuon vepouU

21
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O Asukog MNupyog Osooaovikng/the White Tower of Thessaloniki
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1949. Mia ouada teyxvitwy anoonaoIEviwy o€ SLAQOoPa CUVEPYEIN EMLOKEUWV QUTOKIVHTWY TOU
oTpaTOU UnPootd oto Neuko IMupyo OsooaAovikng. O ypa@wVv SeUTEPOG AIO TOUG OpTLOUG

1949 A group of technicians detached to various army vehicle repairs workshops in front of the
real White Tower of Thessaloniki. | am standing second from left
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Katw Moppoia Zeppwv

Makéta (povtélo). Ktrplo tou Aotéplou Kat thg Apaliog Mkivn to yévog TIaumaln Ko Twv
TEKVWV Toug Mlewpyiou, MiyaAn kot Avvog ota Katw Moppodia Zeppwv ou KtioOnke katd to 1890.
Xpnotuomnotfnke oov Katolkio Toug aAAd Kat Kotd Kopoug oav Eevodoyeio, latpeio Mappakeio
Elpnvodikeio kat Anpopyeio pe ARpapxXo tov iSto. TwPa KOTOLKELTAL OO TOL EYYOVLOL TOUG KO
Slogyyova toug ekel. Mial amo TG eyyoveg Toug ival kat n c0{Uyog pou Xplotiva KoAokotpwvn).

Lower Porroia of Serres

Replica (model) Building which belonged to Asterios and Amalias Gini nee Tsambazi and to their
children Georgios, Michalis and Anna in Kato or Lower Porroia Build app. in 1890 and has been
used as their residence and also periodically as a Hotel, Surgery Chemist, magistrate court, and
Town Hall with himself as Mayor. Now days are resided by their grandchildren and great
grandchildren there. One of their granddaughters is my wife Christina Kolokotronis.

Tasos Kolokotronis 11-11-08
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Mapadooiaxo EAAnviko Makeébovitiko ortitt

Moketa. Napadooiakd Makedovitiko omitt twv Moppoiwv Zeppwv. Napopola omitia UTtAPXoUV
akopa otnv Edsooa, PAwpva, Kaotopld kot oe aAla pépn t¢ Makedoviag. Ta {wa mou RTov
HEPOC TNG {WHG TWV KATOLKWY Ta KPOTOUOOV 0TO GTABAO MOU MTAV OTO KATW HLEPOC TOU oritiol.
Itnv auln eixav to mnydadt ywa vepo to GoUpvo TO AMOXWENTAPLO Kol TO TAUCLHO yLvotav
ouvnBwe £€w KovTA oTOo VEPO

Traditional Greek Macedonian house

Replica: Traditional Macedonian house of Porroia of Serres. Similar houses still exist in Edessa,
Florina, Kastoria and other places in Macedonia Greece. Their livestock which was part of their life
were kept in a stable under the main house. In the open yard they had a well of drinking water the
baking oven the toilet and the washing was done outside usually close to the water

Tasos Kolokotronis Jan. 2009
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Makéta. Katoikia tou ASavaciov kat Avdr¢ Xat{nudpkou kat twv ratdiwv tous 2opiag, Nikou,

lavvn, Aualdiog, kot BayyéAn. Ktio9nke to 1926 kat katedapiotnke to 2003 kat otn d€on autn
KTioOnke noAuvkartolkia yia ta tatdid tou.

Model-Replica the dwelling of Athanasios and Anthea Hatzimarkos and their children Sophia,
Nikos, Giannis, Amalia and Vangelis Build in 1925 and demolished in 2003 to give way for an
apartment building for the children

My primary school, attended 1935-1940/ To Anuotiko oyoAeio, @oitnoa 1935-1940
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The Municipal office/ To Kowvotiké paceio

Makéta! O Nepouvdo¢ Néag upayvnoiog Ocoocalovikng krtiodnke to 1880 kau
katedapiotnke to 1970 Adyw EAAewncg vepou kau yia tn diavoién tng Eyvartiog 06ou.

Replica; The water powered flour mill of Nea Magnisia Thessaloniki build in 1880 and demolished
in 1970 due to lack of water and for the construction of Egnatia Road
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The Mayor of City of Delta of Thessaloniki Greece Mr Efthimios Fotopoulos and the President of
Nea Magnisia Mrs. Sofia Karapavlou, over a special ceremony about Bonegilla and the replicas
handing over the award to Australian architect Atha Tsakonas and to his wife professor of
architecture of Melbourne University Mrs. Anoma Pieri who is writing a book about Bonegilla, the
replicas, and the village Nea Magnisia in Greece, the old and the new

CITY OF DELTA= HONORABLE AWARD TO ANASTASIOS KOLOKOTRONIS FOR HIS OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTION TO THE HISTORY OF NEA MAGNISIA FROM MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA GIVEN BY THE
MAYOR E. FOTOPOULOS AND THE PRESIDENT SOFIA KARAPAVLOU TO THE BEARERS A. TSAKONAS
AND TO PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECTURE AT MELBOURNE UNI. ANOMA PIERI.  GREECE JULY 2018
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All these replicas I’'ve made are from memory as | remembered them when I left my village New
Magnesia to migrate and seek a better life in Australia, and never regrated to choose this country
permanently as mine in 1954.

The time and effort to make them was great but the love for art was greater and while | was fit
and able to do what I had in mind decided to do what I loved and finish this difficult task that took
almost six years and approximately 5.000 hours of work

Any person who for any reason leaves his country and birthplace where grew up, went to school,
worked or married and had family, never ever forgets this part of his/her life.

These models (replicas) are unique, here in Australia or Greece

For the first time in 2003 they’ve been displayed at the National Centre for Hellenic Studies and
Research, La Trobe University in Melbourne and widely publicized in Greek newspapers, magazines
and radios that attracted more than one million people to visit them till the Centre closed its doors
in 2008. Also they were available to be visited at the website ANAGNOSTIS e-MAGAZINE which
were the most popular, and still are with my other 17 books, poems, autobiographical etc. in
electronic format.

The same humble cultural replicas now are proudly displayed at the Bonegilla Migrant Experience
since 2010 with great success so far, making particularly the Greek visitors who most of them were
former residents of Bonegilla and coming from rural areas of Greece to see and remember their
past life.

As far as | know in Melbourne there are more than 150 Greek Senior Citizens Clubs and one in
particular is the “Former Residents of Bonegilla” of Theo’s Emmanouilidis who comes every year
with 1-2 busloads of people to celebrate the anniversary of their arrivals there and stay one night;
I, as a secretary of the Strathmore Heights Greek Senior Citizens Club visited Bonegilla twice in ten
years and recommended three other clubs. Airport West, Coburg, Avondale Height who visited
once staying in Albury/Wodonga at least one night;

Since 2010, my wife and I and a cousin visited Bonegilla twice a year (16 times) and stayed 3 nights
each time spending quite a lot of money for accommodation food and entertainment, like the
other visitors as well.

| assume that, those little models, somehow, by being on display there, make some contribution to
the local economy which is vital for both cities;

1 will display some pictures from various celebrations and visits to Bonegilla and Albury/Wodonga
Through the years for historical reason

I
al
= |
L

i

2003 visiting Bonegilla with an SBS team to make a documentary about the migrants
Here | am in front of a barrack similar of one at Greta camp telling my story
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2003; Here | am with my friend Zacharias Vogiazopoulos in front of the old unused theatre, a
former interpreter and officer for the Greek migrants of the Centre in block 5 from 1953-1956

2003; Here Zacharias Vogiazopoulos with a lady official of the block 19 in front of the old theatre
during the film making by the SBS team outside the unused theatre. We were not allowed to enter
the building for safety reasons
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2003; outside the Greek Orthodox Church of Albury Zacharias on right talking to our good friend
Tony Syperkis from Wodonga and Wangaratta in black costume and hat. Very successful
businessman and farmer in both cities; his café in Wodonga was the most popular for the quality
and friendly service with exotic Greek dips and appetizers and always generous. He would make
his own ouzo and various other wines from his farm produce

His sons continued his business with same success, | believe
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Top, Albury/Watonga’s Greek Orthodox Church, after the Sunday service in front of the church
with the president of the Greek Community Mr. George Veneris, my wife Christina with her cousin

Christina Konakas.
Below, Later in the afternoon visited the famous Toni’s Spiteri’s Café in Wodonga for Greek food

and drinks
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1953. Zacharias Vogiazopoulos in his office at the block 5 in B?onegilia‘ who was employed by the
Department of Immigration as an interpreter, organizer and escort of migrants to Bonegilla and
Greta camp as well where | met him in 1954

Here on right is Zacharias Vogiazopoulos with the Minister for transport/department of
Infrastructure, Peter Bachelor and Mr George Veneris, President of the Greek Community of
Albury/Wodonga, in Bonegilla 2005
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FORMER GREEK Troimgign,,, sgiezs, oo
MIGRANTS RESIDENTS ASS. VIC. INC.

23 Cantala drv. Doncaster Vic. 3108 Australia ;

Tel. (03) 98486714. Mob. 042 984 8671. Email: theoemmans@hotmail.com

Announcement

Itis announced that, following the provision of a photographic exhibition room to the Greek
Community on January 18, 2010, the President of the Bonegilla Former Greek Migrant Residents
Association, Mr Theo Emmanouilidis, visited the relevant area at bonegilla on February 18, 2010.

During his visit he handed to the officials of Block 19, commemorative photos as well as an Australian
and a Greek flag, items that will adorn the photographic exhibition of the Hellenes there.

On behalf of the Association

Theo Emmanouilidis

President

The official logo of Bonegilla Former Greek Migrant residents Ass; The president Mr. Theo
Emmanouilidis; The picture with the Australian and Greek flag
The writing says. “I came” “I saw” “I stayed” “Wherever you live, it is your country”
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- Taiér pviipng EAAjvwv

0 ZUvseopog Npwtoadixes-
VIwv Metavaotdv Bonegilla
yiéptaoce kaip£toc, To 61-
AHEPOD 20-21 deBpouapiou
2016, ue emituxia, Tnv 63n
Enételo tng GOIENG Toug
otnv Auotpadia.

Ekatév 6ekanévte ouvta-
ZId1dtec and tn MeABoUpvn
Kal To EiGvei EnoKEPOnKav
tnv Bonegilla ané gkei nou
GPXIOE N Zwni Kal XTUNnoe n
Kapsid tou kdee petavaotn
YIa To HEAROV Kal TRV ENIBi-
wor Tou og autriv tn GIAG-
Zevn x@pa, thv Auctpania.
Pwtoloe o évac tov GARov
«aupIo TI vEa Ba EXOUUE;»,
«yia NoU pac npoopiZouv;»

ITIC EKSNAWOEIC NPOOKAR-
enkav kal napappébnkav o
Sripapxog Albury, k. Kevin
Mack, kai o eknpéownog Tou
Arigou Wodonga, k. Mike
Frazer. 01 & ouIRieg éyivav
ané T¢ 2.00 £w¢ TIG 2.30uy.

0 egodpavng Epypavounii-
8n¢ avénaBe kaedrikovta Es-
vayou, o8ny®vtag Toug eni-
OKENTEC OTA Mo onoudaia
onueia tou GARoTE KEVTPOU
UNOSOXNAE HETAVAOTAOV.
Npdta otnv (éviun) EAAN-
VIKfi ‘EkBeon dwtoypadiac,
oTNV avtiotoixn £KBEON TwV
AiBouavav, otnv KouZiva,
otn yafapia €rfiynong kai
gpunvefag, 6nou otoug Toi-
X0UG ektiBevtal 320 I0Topi-
£C avTINPoowneUovtag Toug
320.000 petavdoteg nou
népacav ané tnv Bonegilla
Kai n kGBe pia ané autég
€xel peydodwvo kar eEnysi
TNV 10TOPIa TOU KEBE pe-
tavaotn. O1 I0ToPieC autéc
gival yafdavou xp®uatoc
angikoviZovtag tov anépa-
VIO WKEAVS Mou Slacxicaus
OTO HaKpIVO TaZidi yia tnv
Auotpadia.

Tefeutaia eniokedOrika-
ME to Latchford Barracks,
eKel nou pévaue tote,
OTaenKaue PNpPootd oto
Old Theatre ri Grate Hall,
6nwe To ovouaZape. EKei o

©g009avng Eypavounfisng.

NPOXWPNOE OE OPIOHEVEC
ENEENYNoEIC 600V adopd

otnv Bonegilla

TNV 10TOPia TV peTava-
OTW@V Kal Tn 51a6p0ur TOUG
otnv Bonegilla. Niyapue,
gnfong, ota MotéA, kai
META TIC 7.00uy. SeInvioa-
UE otnv aiouca tng Koi-
vétntac. EKel yAgvinoaus

- M€ ZwvTavnh youaikn and

TOUuG Kedota KoAokued kai
MavéAn NikoAaidn.

To npwi tng Kuplakig nA-
YAUE OTNV EKKANGIa 6nou
£yIve enipvnudouvn 6€non
YIa TOUG Bavovieg uetava-
OTEG.

reupaticaue nGnar otnv
aidouca tng Koivétntag
Kal UETd enokePBAKANE TO
Mougoeio yia va 6oUuE Ttng
BAAITOEC Kal Ta avtikeiueva

nou ¢épaue téte paii nag.

TEROG, OTIC 3.00uu NAPAUE
TO 6pOHO TNG EMICTPOPAG.

To A.L. TouU ZUVBEOUOU EU-
xaplotel Tov KaGee emokénth
nou éAape pEPOG otV Ené-
TEI0 Kal 151aftepa To A.X. Kal
6Aa ta uéAn Tou TUARGYOU
KpIB1G¢ yia tn otevri ouvep-
yaocia.
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BONEGILLA Former Greek Migrants’ Residents Ass, Vic. led by the president Theo Emmanouilidis;

A trip of remembrance to Bonegilla on 20-21 of Feb. 2016 for the 63th anniversary of Greeks
arrival to Bonegilla Migrants Centre met by the Mayor of Albury Cr. Kevin Mack and
representative of the City of Wodonga Mr. Mike Frazer and other officials .
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Back to where it all began

AUSTRALIAN migrants re-
turned to the nation’s wel-
come mat last month to
celebrate 60 years since
many of them first stepped
on this country’s shores.

Doncaster resident Theo
Emmanouilidis helped or-
ganise the Bonegilla Mi-
grant Reception Centre’s
anniversary bash, which
was celebrated by Greek and
Dutch communities.

“It was very successful,
with a turnout of up to 600
people,” Mr Emmanouilidis
said.

The event marked 60 years
since the first migrants tem-
porarily stayed at Bonegilla
— a former army base near
Wodonga.

“We came from Europe
during the war, where we
were not living well or
happy and were often very
poor,” Mr Emmanouilidis
said.

“We found a good country
and decided to stay here.
This country has given us
everything we wanted and
we have since also brought
our relatives and friends to
Australia. 3

“Bonegilla is celebrated be-
cause it is remembered as
our first place of welcome.”

Mr Emmanouilidis was
back row, centre in the
Greek Florinian Choir,

which was central to the’

anniversary’s celebrations.
Led by maestro Betty
Exintaris of Box Hill, the
choir, earned rave reviews,
as did the Florinian Dancing

Theo Emmanouilidis organised a Bonegilla Migrant
Reception Centre anniversary bash.

Group. “We sang a number
of Greek songs and' the
dancers performed in cos-
tume,” Mr Emmanouilidis
said. “It was absolutely tops.
We had very good feedback
from all the people there.”

N11DT103

And the good times are
tipped to continue, with Mr
Emmanouilidis planning a
celebration for the 55th anni-
versary of the Greek com-
munity’s arrival at
Bonegilla on March 8 and 9.
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Theo Emmanouilidis with some of former residents of Bonegilla at the Greek Orthodox Church Hall
in Albury celebrating the 64" anniversary of the arrivals of Greek migrants in Bonegilla with a
huge birthday cake and other Greek sweets

Here is the cake; it reads...BONEGILLA 64TH ANNIVERSARY OF ARRIVALLS OF GREEK MIGRANTS.
There is no doubt that Theo Emmanouilidis is the only former resident of Bonegilla who kept alive
the spirit of Bonegilla forming a small and enthusiastic club whose members are dedicated to keep
their memories refreshing by visiting the Bonegilla Camp with 1-2 busloads of people at least once
a year to celebrate and to appreciate the starting of their new life in a new country Australia.

| never miss to participate with my wife and her cousin independently and stay a few days more
and enjoy Albury and Wodonga the good food and entertainment
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EX1T0 MAPOIKIAKO MAX NEPIIKONIO

Eopraopoi Twv 65 xpovwv
amo THV A@I¢N HETAVAOTWY
otn Bonegilla

Ta 65 xpbévia ané v apiEn Twv
peA@v Tou otn Bonegilla yi6ptace

$£T0G 0 ZUvdeapog MpwToadiyBEV-

Twv EAMjvev Metavaotav Bonegilla.
H exdAwon éyive To Z4BRato 24 Kat
™mv Kuplakn 25 deBpouapiou 2018.
Tig ekdnAwoelg tiunoav pe my na-
pouocia Toug o M'evikdg MpbEevog e
EAN\Gdag ot MeABoupvn K. Anun-
TPNGg MixaAdrouAog, n avTimpOowmog
Tou Anpou Wodonga ka Libby Hall kat
o Afpapxog tou Albury Kevin Mack.
MeTd To TéEAOG TWV MPOOPWVHOCEWMV
6Aot ETLOKEGBNKAV TV EAANVIKT hw-
Toypadiki £kBean, v alBouca Tou

0KOT o) aupa-
0QV OPIGUEVES XEIPOTEXVIES. 3T OU-
véxela eldav tov rmivaka ovopdtwy,
v KouZ{va kat v alBouoca eEnyn-
ong kat epunvelag.

O mpbdedpog k. Ocodavng Eppa-
vounAidng avagpépbnke ota LoTopIKA
YEYOVOTQ, TNG EMOXNG, TOTE Nou 1 Bo-
negilla tav Térog pogeviag moAGv
EMAvov petavaot@v. Katéruv n
Mpoedpog Mg EAAnVIKAG KotvomTag
Albury, ka Ta&lapyxoUuAa Avdpovikou
pagi pe Tov ouZuyd g, Tov Mevikd

MpoEevo k. Mixahérmoulo kat Tov

Mpbéedpo K. EppavounAidn emoké-
¢6nkav To Mouoelo tou Albury Kat
eldav Ta diddpopa naAald avTikelpeva
mou efxav ¢pépet pall Toug ot Petava-
OTEG.

To Bpddu omv aibouca ™ Evo-
plag deimvnoav kat dlackédaocav e
mv opxnotpa «Kaota kat MavaAn».
Tnv enbpevn nuépa atov lepd Nad
Ta&apymv Albury mpayuatorolenke
empVNUOoUVn S€non yia Toug Bavov-
TEG METAVAOTEG. ZTN CUVEXELA OAOL
emoképBnkav To Mouoeio Albury
6mou Balpacav Ta eKBENATA HETAVA-
OTEUTIKOU eVOIaHEPOVTOG.

To AloiknTikd ZupBoUAlo guxapt-
.otel 18laitepa Tov Mevikd MpbEevo K.
Anuften MixaA6mouAo, Toug unbAot-
Toug emionpoug KaAEOUEVOUG Kal TO
A.%. kat Toug £BehovTég ™G Kovom-
Tag kat Evoplag Ta&apxwv Albury.

Euxég yia éva Kahé Maoxa.

Ma o A.Z. Ocopavng EppavounAi-
dng Mpdedpog

AxIA\éag Apolpidng Mpappatéag
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25/2/2018 celebrating the 64" anniversary of Greeks arriving in Bonegilla in presences of the
Consul General of Greece in Melbourne Mr D. Mihalopoulos, representative from City of Wodonga
Mrs Libby Hall and the Mayor of Albury Mr Kevin Mack. After the ceremony we visited the
wonderful miniature Greek village on display at the big hall. The list of names on the wall, the
kitchen and messes and the hall of information
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Eniokeyn othv Mnoveykina

0 ZUVSEOMOG MPWTOaPIXOE-
Vviwv EAANRVoV MeTavaotwv
Bonegilla, yiéptace kai GETog
Ta €EAVTA TEOOEPA XPOVIA TNG
AdIERC Yag otnv Auctpania, Je
MeYAANn enituxia, TagidevovTag
yia Tnv ENETEI0, TO ZGBRATO, 25
deBpouapiou 2017 pE €ERva
EMNIOKEMTEG.

0 NpdE6POE TOU ZUVHECHOU
©g0¢pavng Eupavouniiéng,
avéRape tnv EevAynon Twv
ENICKENTWV ME NPOTEPQIO-
Tnta thv EAANVIKA ‘EKBEON
dwtoypadiag, Ttnv TOTE KOU-
Ziva, ToV nivaka ovoudatwv
Kal TNV aibouca EEAynong
KQl EPUNVEING. TN CUVEXEIQ
HETadPEPOnKauE oto Lachford

Barracks, otov Tono nou npw-
TOKATOIKNCAUE OThV AUOTpa-
fia, ue ouvodeia dUo otpa-
TIOTAV, yia Aiya AEntd tng
®pag, uNpootd oto nanaid
0£aTPO TNG EMOXNG EKEIVNG.

To Bpddu yeuuatioaue Kai
SlaokedAocaUE pE Zwvtavi
Jouaiki and toug Kwaota kal
Mavéan otnv aibouca Tng
Evopiac. Tnv Kupiakn ekkAN-
Ol0OTAKAME OToV IEPG vaod
Avyiwv Tagiapxwv Albury, 6nou
Kai yIVE n eMiPvnuéouvn &€-
non yia Toug BavovTeg.

To andygupa tng Kupiakng
EMICKEPONAKAUE TNV BIBAIO-
enkn-Mouceio Albury énou
anoAaUuoauE EKBECEIC HETA-

VAOTEUTIKOU EVSIADEPOVTOG
NG ENOXNG TNG Bonegilla.

To AioIKnTIKG ZUMBOUAIO EU-
XOPIOTEI BEPUA TOUG OUMMETE-
XOVTEG, TOV 08ny6 uag ZGpRa,
TNV NPOESPO K. Tagiapxouna
Kal To AIOIKNTIKG ZupBoU-
Ao Evopiag Ayiwv TagiapXxwv
Albury, yia Tnv T600 ayoyn
€ZUNNPETNON, KAl Ta wpaidtata
dayntd nou pag npdodpepav.

EK TOU AIOIKNTIKOU ZUMBOU-
fliou

GEOMANHE

EMMANOYHAIAHE

Mpdedpog

AXINNAEAZ AMOIPIAHZ

loauuatéac

25/2/2017 VISITING BONEGILLA

The association of former residents of Bonegilla visited the Centre to celebrate the 64" anniversary
again. The president Mr Theo Emmanouilidis took the group to all interesting places and explained
to younger members how life was at the Centre in the early days of arrival in Bonegilla.

Later in the evening the group went to the Greek Churches Hall to be entertain by a Greek band
and enjoy the dances and the tasteful meals and drinks



— — - ——
MEMMTH 21 MAPTIOY 2013 NEOZ KOXMOZ - 15

H emiokeyn otnv Bonegilla

0 ZUvdeopog EARRvwv Metava-
OTWV YIGPTACE TNV ENETEIO TV
60 xpévwv and tnv ddIEn toug
otnv Auctpania ye tnv A.E.M.E.,
uné tnv ayida tou NPEoBn Hag
K. Xapdnaunou Aadapdvou Kai
ME TNV Napousia tou 1diou via
U0 NPEPEC MAZi UE MPAONV Ka-
Toikoug tng Bonegilla.

To evéiadpépov twv EARN-
VWV HETAVAOT®V EYIVE EVIO-
va aioénto, étav otig 23-24
deRpouapiou, cuunAnpwoav
U0 Rewdopeia kal TaZidewav
YIa va ENICKEPTOUV TO NPWTO
TOUG oniti otnv Bonegilla pazi
HE OUYYEVEIG Kai difoug yia va
60UV TIC NapAYKEG, EKEI NOU
NPWTOCTABUEUCANE.

AGkpua ogpacpol KUAncav
and ta NAatia Twv cuunateIw-
TAOV Hac 600 AKouyav I0Topies
ané nICAPOUC OMIANTEG.

H np@tn otdon Tng ENIOKEWNAG
Mag Atav to Bonegilla Hall. EKei
OUVOVTNBRKAKE PE TOUG EMIOA-
Houg érnou Kal yIvav ol OMIRIES
ME TNV KATWTEPW OEIPG NPOTE-
paiétntag:

Mrs Kate Lundy Federal Min-
ister for Multicultural Affairs.

Mrs Sophie Mirabella MP Fed-
eral Member for INDI, Shadow
Minister for Innovation and
Science.

Mr Bill Tilly from the Office of
Multicultural Affairs and Citi-
zenship.

The Mayor Cir. Mr Mark Byatt

of Wodonga

0 k. Xapanaunog Aadapdvog,
npEoBng Ttng EARGSAC otnv Au-
otpadia. d

H endpuevn eniokeyn rtav ota
Lachford Barracks, 6nou nua-
otav uné tnv eniBAEYn Tou

otpatou Kal EV OUVEXEIa OTo
Block 19 KaB®G Kal oTnv Pw-
ToypadIkn pag aidouoa.

To Bpdadu Tou ZapBRAatou bei-
NVACAUE Kal 100KESA0CANE
oTnv aiBouca TNG EKKANGIag
6nw¢ ouvneiZete. Tnv Kupiakn
EKKANOCIACTAKANE OTOV IEP6
vao Taglapxwv tng Kovétntag
6énou €yIVE Kai n EMPVNUOoU-
VOG 8€noNG yia TOUC JETava-
oteg nou €puyav and tnv Zwn
OTO SIA0TNHA TWV 60 XPEVKV.

To andéyeuda eMoKePTAKAUE
To Mouceio 6nou gidape kai ta
NPOCWMIKA MAC AVTIKEIUEVA Kal
TIC BANITOEG YEUATEC EANIGEC
yIa TOV EPXOUG pag o€ auth th
PINGEEVN XWPa Nou tn AEUE
Auotpadia.

OEODANHZ EMMANOYHAIAHE
EK MEpOUG Tou A.X.
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H lepouociaotri¢ Kate Lundy, Ynoupyoc MoAUNOAITIOUIKGY YNIOBETEWV. H ZKi36n¢ Yrioupyd¢ Blounxaviac

Sophie Mirabella MP

|

23/2/2013 VISITING BONEILLA

THE Association of Former Residents of Bonegilla visited the Centre to celebrate the 60"
anniversary of their arrival in Australia. At the Centre they welcomed by Mrs Kate Lundy Minister
for Multicultural Affairs, Mrs Sophie Mirabella MP Federal Member for INDI, shadow Minister for
innovation and science. Mr Bill Tilly the officer of Multicultural Affairs and citizenship. The Mayor
Cr of City of Wodonga Mr. Mark Byatt and the Greek Ambassador Mr. Haralambos Dafaranos;
Later the group visited Latchford Barracks escorted by the army officials

In the evening we entertained at the Greek Church’s hall and next day on Sunday we attended the
church service and commemoration for those who passed away. After lunch we departed to go
home all happy
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Trip to Bonegllla, The Samos Greek EIderIy Cltlzens club of Melbourne and Victoria

Trip to Bonegilla; The Strathmore Heights Greek elderly Citizns Club of Melbourne and Victoria

Trip to Bonegilla; The Preston Greek Eldrly Citizens Club of Melbourne and Victoria
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5/12/2009; Greek Orthodox community Church Hall of Albury/Wodonga;

On left is Mr. Zacharias Vogiazopoulos, former interpreter and director of Greek migrants at block
5 and on right is Mr. Theo Emmanouilidis, president of the Former Greek Migrants Residents Ass.
Vic Inc. in a ceremony regarding Greek migration to Bonegilla Centre;

Zacharias, in his well-written documentary book “Memories of Bonegilla” describes that, when in
1952 Australia and Greece signed a bilateral agreement to support migration from Greece via the
I.C.EEM program I.C.E.M. headquarters in Athens campaigned systematically to attract new
migrants. However the region of Greek Macedonia and Northern Greece were initially totally
excluded from this campaign. Zacharias, a young journalist reveals this discrimination and thought
his persistence and meeting with I.C.E.M. officials managed to bring the I.C.E.M. committee to
Northern Greece. The people’s response was immediate and thousands attended the interviews
with I.C.E.M. Zacharias then was required to support the committee’s efforts to recruit “New
Australians” as part of his new role with the I.C.E.M.

As a result of that the first mission from Northern Greece (the fifth from Greece generally)
departed on the 30" of October 1953 with the ocean liner “Skaubryn”.

On right, Theo Emmanouilidis a dedicated tireless leader who organised and established the
Former Greek Residents Association keeps alive the spirit of people uninterrupted for many years
visiting Bonegilla regularly at least once a year and also displaying his vast collection of pictures
and other items at various places across Melbourne.

He is bitterly disappointed because Zacharias in his book acknowledgments Theo’s nhame never
been mentioned or acknowledged, although they worked for the same cause.

Zacharias, a good friend of mine has passed away some years ago; in his book he included some of
my stories and experiences at Greta Camp and few poem and pictures regarding Bonegilla and
Greta and | appreciate very much for honouring me
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25/11/2011 INAUGURATION DAY AT BONEGILLA/ TA ETKAINIA

|
25/11/2011, Ta eykaivia tng ékBeon¢ tov Mouoeiou tn¢ Bonegilla éywvav ue tnv napouvoia twv

600 bnudpywv twv moAswv Albury/Wodonga Kevin Mack & Mark Byatt, tou Ymoupyou
MoAurnoAttiouoU Nikou Kotowpa kat tng npoéévou tng EAAadag otnv MeABoupvn EAévng Atavidou
TO £ENUEPLO Ka Ue MARY0¢ kOouou amo tnv MeABoUpvn kat T U0 moAeig

25/11/2011; the inauguration of the exhibition of the Museum took place in presence of the two
mayors of the tween towns Albury/Wodonga Mr. Kevin Mark and Mr, Mark Byatt, the Minister of
Multicultural Commission Mr. Nick Kotsiras, the Consul General of Greece Helen Lianidou and the
reverent of the G.O Church of Albury/Wodonga and people from Melbourne and locals
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Here Mrs Helen Lianidou Consul General of Greece addressing a speech for the occasion

25-11-2011; Here Mr. Nick Kotsiras, the Minister for Multicultural Affairs Commission in a speech
about the great contribution the migrants have made to this great country of ours and the
important role Bonegilla played to the lives of the new Australian citizens
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25/11/2011 A speech by the Mayor of Wodonga Mr. Mark Byatt about Bonegilla

CITY OF
WODONGA

The Mayor of Wodonga Mr. Mark Byatt and the other officials ready to walk toward the Tudor Hal
for the opening of the Greek exhibition with traditional blessing of the church

O Ajuapyog tng moAis Wodonga Mark Byatt ue toug ekAeKToUG EMLONUOUGS ETOLUOL va UETABOUUE
oto Tudor Hall nou givat kat o ekFe0LaKkO¢ YwWPOG yLa TNV evdoyia Kot TNG EKKAnoiog
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The wet weather forced the people to use their umbrella’s to attend the opening of the exhibition,
inside the Hall in a very respectable atmosphere the priest of the Greek Orthodox Community of
Albury/Wodonga surrounded by the two mayors, Mr Mark Byatt and Mr. Kevin Mack the Minister
for Immigration, Mr Nick Kotsiras, the Consul General of Greece Mrs. Helen Lianidou and the
president of the Greek Community, Mr. George Veneris and his committee blessed the event and
the opening
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The reading of Bible and blessings by the priest and the president Mr George Veneris

People, with the priest, reverently pray for prosperity and happiness and smooth and successful
operation of the exhibition by the staff and volunteers
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This is the hotel next to the Commercial Club where we stay most of the times and occasionally at
the Commodore Motel, Winsor Park Motor In, Astor, and Albury Central, and Clifton Motel

Commercial Club, One of the most popular and busiest clubs in the country
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Saturday night at the Commercial Club the dancing floor full of happy people enjoying country
music and dances and other social events
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2016: Left, my wife Christina with her cousin Christina Konakas whose late husband was resident
at Bonegilla. Now visiting the Tudor hall exhibition the models of the Greek village

This double storey replica house in Lower Poroia, close to Bulgarian borders, survived the progress
and still exists and belonged to my wife’s grandparents, she born and raised there and still is
occupied by her elder sister.

Since 2010 the replicas are displayed at the Bonegilla Museum, once or twice a year we visit to see
them and refresh our memories of the past staying in Albury 2-3 nights at various motels and
hotels enjoying the good food and entertainment at the Commercial Club and the RSL club and the
Greek Church spending quite a few dollars helping the locally economy
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TUDOR HALL EXHIBITION OF REPLICAS
!
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Some replicas displayed at the Tudor Hall that represent rural life of the region of Thessaloniki and
the people who left them behind to migrate to Australia for a better life.
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Here. Due to renovation of the Tudor Hall the same replicas now are displayed at the old
Staff/employment Hall

In this picturesque place in the early years were barracks to accommodate migrants now under the
huge trees the only residents are kangaroos grazing freely and resting under the shades



Kangaroos on the green lawns grazing and some resting under the shade of the trees
uninterrupted; the same area is used by picnickers where BBQ and benches provided
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BIOrPA®IKO XHMEIQMA TOY TA20Y KONOKOTPQNH/TASOS’S SHORT BIOGRAPHY

O Avaotaotog KoAokotpwvng yevvidnke to 1929 otn OsooaAovikn amno npooPUYES YoVEiG Kall
peyaAwoe otn Néa Mayvnoio rtou anéxel 9 xtA. anod tnv noAn. Ta naibdikd Tou ypovia nTav
TPAUUATIKAE AOYw TOU TTOAEUOU Kat N maldeia Tou EUELVE otaoiun aro to 1940 uéxpt to 1945 nou
€Anée o moAeuog. Metd tn Anén tou moAéuou eioayetal otnv Auspikavikn Fewpyikn ExoAn tng
OcooaAovikng yLo pio TETPAETH EKMOSEUON OTN YEWTOVIO Kol YEwPYOTeXVIKN. To 1948 sloayetal
otn Ztpatiwtikny ExoAn Texvitwv otnv Adiva w¢ e9€Aovtr¢ yla pia mevraetio Ko eKmaldevEeTAL
WG UNXAVIKOG OXNUATWYV Kol QPUATWY UAXNG KAl amooTpateveTal To 1953 ue to mruyio tou
unxavikou A’ katnyopiog. Tov AekéuBpilo tou 1954 uetavaotsUetl otnv Avotpalio Le TPoopLouo
TO KEVTPO UeTAVAOTEUONG THG Greta oto NSW aAAd AGyw Twv KaKwV cuvInNKwV oTo KEVTPO PEUYEL
Kkpu@d ue aAdoug kat épyetatl otn MeABoupvn. Tov lavoudpto tou 1955 epyalctal yia Alyeg uépeg
O€ EPYOOTAOLO YUYPOU Kot duEowS Bpiokel SOUAELA UNXOVIKOU OE UEYAAN QVTIMTPOOWEI
autokwitwv G.M. Holden.

EéL unveg apyotepa pue dAAoUG TECOEPLC CUUMATPLWTES amogaci{ovv va nave otnv KounvoAavén
yla va epyaoctouv oto KOoYiuo tou {axapoKAAauou aAAd QIOTUYXAVOUV KOl EMLOTPEPOUV OTh
MeABoUpvn ptwyotepn Kat xpewuévol. lNpooysiwuévos twpa Bpiokel Soudsld ota epyootdola
KaTOOKEUNG MOAguikwv agponAdvwv Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation w¢ unyavikog. 2tn
OUVEXEL akoAoudsi n yvwpuio pe ™ Vvéo apiycioca veapn ek Oeooalovikng bdaokdAa
Sdeonowida Xpiotiva TIEyka Kot o€ Alyeg UEPEG MAVTPEUOVTAL KOL AITOKTOUV U0 KOPEG.

To 1965 yia dvo ypovia epydaletar oto Department of Civil Aviation kai otn ouvéxela otnv
asgponopikn etaipeioc ANSETT w¢ L8LKOC UNXOVIKOG KIVNTHPWYV Kol EQOPUOCTHS

To 1983 181wTeVEL Kol EKMANPWVEL OPLOUEVES emLIUieS Tou. Maipvel uépog otnv avadlopyavwon
¢ Evwong Osaoalovikéwv. EKAEyetal avTimpoebpog, mpoedpog Katl ue tnv adeAgonoinon twv
noAewv MeABoUpvng kai Oecoaldovikng Oiopiletar pédog tng emrponic adeA@onoinong.
Apyotepa teAslwvel to eEAAnViKO yuuvaoto. Meta naipvel to Vic. Cert of Education kat to Basic
Electronics ané to Broad meadows TAFE.Tic eAeU9cpec wpes aocyoAeital pe tn {wypa@ikn,
XElpoTEXVIQL ,KNTTOUPLKN, KoumioUutep, OiaBaoua, moinon kot taéidia Exst ypayet 6 tnv
autoBiloypacpia Tou TnV LoTOPia TOU YWPLOU TOU mou ek669nke otn Néa Mayvnoia to 2007.

Me ™™ ouluyo tou Xpiotiva amoAauBavouv Twpa Tou¢ KOTTOUG TNG okAnpr¢ S0UAELAC, TIC KOPEG,
yaumnpoug ta £§L eyyovia Kat 10 SLogyyova mou Tou¢ YEUILEL xapd.
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TASOS’S SHORT BIOGRAPHY

Anastasios (Tasos) Kolokotronis born in Thessaloniki Greece in 1929 and grew up in the nearby
village Nea Magnesia. His parents were Greek refugees from Turkey who settled in Greece after
the disastrous war in 1922. His childhood years were traumatic due to the Second World War and
the occupation of Greece from the German forces during which his education disturbed for more
than 4 years.

After the war in 1944 he enrolled for a four years course at the American Farm School of

Thessaloniki to study agriculture
In 1948 he joined as a volunteer for a five year training course with the Greek Royal Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers and became a qualified A’ grade mechanic

In December 1954 arrived in Sydney Australia as a migrant and settled temporarily at the Greta
migrant training camp in NSW. Because of the harsh situation there and the hot weather, flies and
mosquitoes, he, with some others left for Melbourne where he had friends and compatriots. In
January 1955 he found a job as a labourer at a plaster factory and a few weeks later he gets a job
as a motor mechanic in South Melbourne at the Queens Bridge Motors for Holden cars with good
wages

Six months later he and four other friend formed a group and decided to go to Babinda in
Queensland to cut sugar canes for more money but their attempt failed due to the weather
conditions and other factors and two months later almost broke returned to Melbourne where
soon he finds a job at the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation as an aircraft jet engine assembler
and later qualifies to become an aircraft mechanic

Soon follows the acquaintance with the newly arrived young teacher from Greece of Miss Christina
Tzega and within a month they got married and some years later they have two lovely daughters

In 1965 he gets a mechanics job with the Department of Civil Aviation and in 1967 with the Ansett
Airlines of Australia as an aircraft mechanic and in 1983 retires on a package offer. Soon after he
fulfils some of his dreams He studies Greek to get the high school certificate and after that he
studies English and gets the VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education in English) and soon after he
studies two years as a hobby basic electronics at the Broadmeadows TAFE.

He also shows interest in the Greek community organisations and involves reorganizing the
Thessalonica Association. He served as a vice president and after as a president and in 1984 he
participates in negotiating as the City of Thessaloniki to become a sister city with Melbourne and
at the same time he becomes a member in the sistership committee for six years in the City of
Melbourne

During the period of his retirement and until now he spends time painting, drawing, and writing.
He has written his autobiography and other books, poems and made models (replicas) of houses of
his village, agricultural tools and machines and all the horse carts of the last century which none of
them are any more in existence. They are all the memories he left back home

Now with his wife Christina he enjoys the company of their two daughters their six grandchildren
and 10 great grandchildren, and does some travelling in Australia.
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THE END

Tasos Kolokotronis

MELBOURNE 2019
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